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FAT  AND  LEAN/&C. 


JKOSALINDA  had  received  an  edu- 
cation, adapted  to  the  middling  class  of 
society.  Her  parents  had  resided  many 
years  in  a  distant  hamlet.  The  Castle 
of  Aliede  was  in  this  district,  and  ren- 
dered famous  for  the  residence  of  the 
Mafroii  Melissina,  who  had  long  de- 
voted much  of  her  property  in  acts  of 
munificence  towards  those  whom*  she 
thought  excelled  in  virtues  and  abilities. 
Among  others  tlie  heroine  of  this  tale 
was  so  conspicions,  as  to  cause  her  to 

be  much  envied  by  all  her  associates. 
The    Matron    Melissina   having   one 

day  invited  all  those  \\lio  had  been  par- 


takers  of  her  favours,  discovered  by 
virtue  of  a  magic  wand,  the  various 
virtues  and  vices  of  her  little  guests,  and 
sorry  she  was  to  find  that  Rosalinda 
was  an  object  of  jealousy  to  all  her 
companions,  merely  because  she  excel- 
led them  in  virtue  and  learning  :  having 
therefore  taken  her  aside,  she  informed 
her,  that  the  Ring  which  she  then  pre- 
sented to  her,  as  a  token  of  her  superior 
esteem,  possessed  the  quality  of  gratify- 
ing any  wish,  respecting  those  from  whom 
she  might  receive  an  injury,  "  And  I  am 
sure/'  added  Melissina,  "  I  shall  injure 
no  one  by  thus  delegating  a  power  to 
you,  that  will  make  you  famous  through 
the  country.  Part  not  from  the  Ring, 
for  whoever  has  it,  will  possess  the 
power  you  have ;  neither  reveal  the 
secret  of  its  virtue,  for  should  that 
ondte  be  publicly  known,  its  charm 
would  be  lost/'  Rosalinda  expressed 
her  thanks,  and  returning  to  her  asso- 
ciates was  received  by  them  with  so 
much  coolness,  as  induced  her  to  en- 
quire of  them  the  cause.  They  all 
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were  sftent.  "  My  dear  companions, 
(said  Rosalinda),  I  wish  to  merit  your 
esteem,  and  to  convince  you  that  1  mean 
well  to  all,  only  express  to  me  the  tirst 
wish  of  your  hearts,  and  your  desires 
shall  soon  be  gratified/'  A  sneering 
laugh  was  the  return  she  received 
from  each.  The  next  day  it  happened 
that  Melissina  sent  for  them  all,  and, 
to  their  surprise,  conducted  them  to  a 
rich  wardrobe,  and  presented  each  of 
them  with, new  and  fashionable  dresses 
exactly  corresponding  with  what  they 
had  wished  in  the  act  of  a  sneering 
laugh  at  the  piomise  of  Rosalinda. 
Having  returned  to  their  respective 
dwellings,  each  pleased  with  their  pre- 
sent, thev,  next  day,  -while  in  the  act  of 
putting" on  their  cloaths,  were  suddenly 
changed  in  their  persons  fiom  fat  to 
ie«n,  and  f:om  lean  {o  fat,  agitenble  to 
what -each  had  separately  Wished  they 
might  be,.. as  most  becoming  in  their 
opinion,  thtir  present  fashionable  ap- 
pearance ;  having  communicated  to  each 
^ther.  the  consequences  respiting  from 
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their  wishes,  they  unanimously  hailed 
Rosalinda,  as  the  Fairy  Queen,  8c  seem- 
ed desirous  to  make  an  atonement  tor 
their  former  ill  bt  havionr  towards  her, 
by  seeking  her  future  favours. 

As  Rosalinda  had  now  the  character 
of  being  the  fuvouihe  of  some  superior 
being,  she  \u-s  i!;e  oracle  of  daily  con- 
sultation :  \\hocM--r  applied  to  her,  were 
generally  successful  in  obtaining  their 
desires,  and  among  those  was  one  of  her 
envious  companion?,  who  (although  con- 
vinced that  Rosalinda  \\as  her  friend,) 
evinced  the  greatest  treachery  towards 
her.  This  worst  enemy  of  Rosalinda 
was  Teressa  of  Aibine  ;  who  having  cast 
her  eye  on  the  wonder  working  ring, 
though  ignorant  of  its  qualities,  begged 
permission  to  look  at  it.  Rosalinda,  with 
unguarded  good  nature,  let  her  take  it 
from  her  finger — \\hen  instantly,  the  se- 
cret wish  ot'Teressa  began  to  operate  on 
the  charms  of  Rosalinda,  vsho  in  one 
hour  was  reduced  to  such  a  pale  meagre 
appearance  as  to  be  unknown  to  all 
her  friends.  This  fatal  error  induced 
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her  to  visit  the  Matron' Meiissiria,t who 
was  exceedingly  displeased  \vitjW  her 
inattention  to  the  injunction  she  had  re- 
ceived. \. 

Though  Teressa  judged  from  soiftiajoy 
unexpected  events  being  produced  '*so 
congenial  to  her  cruel  ..\vishes,  tljat  the 
Ring  she  had  was  the  cause,  she  \vas.iu>-  . 
acquainted  with  what  would  follow,  if,v 
she  did  not  retain  its  full  possession— this 
knowledge  was  a  grand  secret — never- 
theless the  effects  of  power  in  improper 
hands  was  fully  evinced  by  her  conduct ; 
unlike  Rosalinda,  she  wished  well  to 
none,  consequently  all  whom  she  knew 
were  now  disappointed  iu  ever*  thing  : 
Fat  and  Lean,  now  became  reversed  in 
all  the  companions  of  Rosalinda^  eve-n 
their  favourite  animals,  dogs,  monkeys, 
cats,  parrots,  squirrels,  dormice,  and 
all  were  every  thing  in  reverse  to 
what; their  owners-  \\ished — and  being 
unacquainted  with  the  cause,  they  im- 
puted eVery. thing  to  what  they  thought 
was  the  caprice  of  the  Fairy  Queen. 

While  Teresaa.was  in  the  plenitude  of 
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h*-r  power,  she  uas  visited  Uy  the  Matron 
Mehsaina,  with  whose  person  she  was 
unacquainted.  The  behnvioiir  and  mien 
of  the  Matron  obtained  her  confidence. 
Melissi",a.  in  the  'act  of  flattering  her 
IK  :iuiy  an -1  grasiduer,  drew  fio.n  her 
pocket  a  box  containing  a  ring 
most,  superb  appearance,  &  says,  "  My 
dear  l«'!y,  how  much  more  xxould  this 
become  yon  than  whtfl  you  have — 
it  an  i  put  it  on." — Teressu  .p-ail-^d 
oli  the  mt-gic  King,  and  placing  it  ou  the 
table,  j;ut  the  ring  Mclis>»ina  fia '.  shewn 
iier  on  iier  linger.  At  this  hisUiut  liie 
Matron  took  up  the  ring  she  had  pre- 
sented to  Rosalinda,  and  very  abruptly 
bid  Teressa  farewell. 

Rosalinda  had,  by  order  of  the  Ma- 
tron, remained  in  the  Castle,  vVho  now 
returned,  and  shewed  her  the  Magic 
Ring. 

"  Now  what  do  you  wish,"  (said  the 
Matron,  the  possession  of  your  Ring 
again — or  your  former  health  r"  "  The 
lattej,"  answered  Rosalinda ;  in  less 
than  an  1  oar  she  was  restored  to  her  for- 
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mer  health  and  beauty. — "  What  wish 
you  further ?"  said  the  Matron  ;  "That 
all  my  companions  may  be  made  happy," 
was  the  reply.  "  Here  you  err,  by  an 
excess  of  goodness,"  (said  the  Matron,) 
for  you  must  (when  you  can)  discrimi- 
nate between  vice  and  virtue — your  late 
experience,  ought  to  teach  you  this. 
Your  greatest  enemy,  Teressa,  has 
shewn  an  inexcusable  depravity  of  heart 
by  the  basest  ingratitude :  your  other 
companions  are  faulty,  but  they  have 
not  evinced  that  treachery,  so  glaring  in 
your  cruel  foe.  Remember,  that  indis- 
criminate acts  of  kindness  may  be  unjust 
— If  I  did  not  distinguish  between  the 
character  of  you,  my  Rosalinda,  and  the 
base  Teressa — how  fatal  would  be  the 
event  of  the  Magic  Ring  in  some  hands  ; 
your  wisli,  however,  shall  be  gratified 
with  all  you  know,  except  in  the  person 
of  Teressa,  respecting  her,  my  own  shall 
be  accomplished,  and  she  shall  be  the 
very  reverse  of  what  her  envy  had  redu- 
ced you  to." 

The  base  Teressa,  who  in  her  mo- 
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mentarv  and  ill-obtained  power,  had  re- 
duced Rosalinda,  to  a  mere  skeleton,  now 
sudden!)  felt  &  saw  heiself  increasing 
to  the  size  of  a  monster,  slie  appeared  a 
mountain  of  mummy — lur  body  like  a 
tun, 'her  legs  like  mill  posts,  her  face 
bloated,  red,  and  carbuiicled,  her  eves 
fiery  and  starting  as  it  were  from  her 
head.  Every  one  whom  she  hated,  or 
envied,  were  enjoying  all  that  they 
desired. 

In  addition  to  the  very  cumbersome 
fat,  which  was  so  conspicuous  in  the 
person  of  Teressa,  she  seemed  in  a  con- 
tinual melting  state  and  such  a  disagrte- 
abje  effluvia  issued  from  her  pores,  that 
she  was  universally  shunned  by  all  her 
acquaintance. — To  add  to  her  toiment, 
Rosalinda,  for  her  superior  beauty,  and 
exalted  virtue,  was  the  general  tope  : 
her  fame  and  amiable  character  had 
reached  the  Court  of  Prince  Cassmo-- 
vvho  sent  for  her  to  his  palace;  she  went, 
accompanied  by  the  Matron  Melissma, 
&  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  Rosalinda 
was  Princess  of  Cassino.  Being  now  in 
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her  exalted  state,  she  did  not  forget  the 
punishment  which  Teressa  experienced. 
She  therefore  entreated  the  Matron 
Melissina,  to  recover  her  to  the  state 
of  her  usual  health  ;  her  wish  was  grant- 
ed, and  Teressa  was  restored  to  her  for- 
mer condition  of  body  Sc  circumstances. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the 
Prince  of  Cassino  accompanied  the 
Princess,  on  a  visit  to  the  Castle, — the 
Matron  Melissina,  very  gladly  received 
them,  and  rinding  the  Prince  to  possess 
an  acuteness  strictly  adapted  to  what 
ought  to  characterize  the  ruler  of  a 
nation,  conducted  him  into  a  private 
apartment,  containing,  among  other  cu- 
riosities, three  Magic  Mirrors  ;  their  use 
she  thus  explained  to  her  Royal  visitors. 
"  Observe,  said  she,  a  bee  at  the  top  of 
each  glass — and  a  nettle  at  the  bottom — 
with  this  magic  wand,  I  touch  each  bee 
— now  look  full  in  each  glass — the  first 
makes  you  appear  diminutively  lean — 
the  third  shews  you  as  enormously  fat, 
while  the  second,  or  middle  one,  she\vs 
you  as  you  really  are.  1  remove  the  wancj 
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from  the  bees,  and  touch  the  nettle — the 
tirst  glass  shews  you  what  you  reallvseem 
—die  third  what  your  enemies  wish  you 
to  be,  and  the  second,  or  middle,  what 
you  wish  yourself  to  be.  The  bees  and 
the  nettte  denote,  that  view  yourselves 
in  which  way  you  will,  or  obtain  your 
wishes  in  either  point,  something  of  a 
sting  will  remain;  but  learn  to  distinguish 
between  the  sting  of  a  bee  &  of  a  nettle  : 
that  of  a  bee,  is  the  sharp  reproof  of  a 
friend,  \\ho\vith  it  Mil!  impart  the  honey 
of  consolation  ;  and  as  to  the  nettle,  it  is 
only  like  tiie  general  ill-nature  of  mere 
nominal  friends,  you  are  pretty  certain 
of  smarting  if  they  are  near  enough  to 
touch  you — but,  if  in  return,  you  hold 
them  \\ith  tight  grasp,  you  receive  no 
injury.  This  my  royal  friends,  was  the 
mode  1  adopted  in  regard  to  Teiessa, — 
she  was  the  nettle,  \\hicli  injured  Rosa- 
linda, to  whom  she  had  gut  such  easy 
access;  but  when  Teressa  was  sharply 
managed,  so  as  lo  feel  the  injuries  she 
would  have  inflicted  on  others — it  was 
then  evident  she  could  hurt  no  one. 
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"Thus  you  learn  that  power  in  good 
1  lands  is  a  blessing,  otherwise  it  proves 
a  curse — that  envy  is  its  own  tormentor 
— that  to  let  the  guilty  escape  punish- 
ment, is  an  injurious  act  to  the  innocent ; 
and  that,  in  all  dubious  cases,  mercy 
should  triumph  over  justice." 
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*\'al   and  Mat. 

NAT. 

What  have  you  got,   in  your  hand  r 

MAT. 
An  Egg  Plum,  Nat. 

NAT. 
You  have  more  than  one,  Mat. 

MAT. 

Upon  my   word  I  have  no  more  than 
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NAT. 

Give  me  a  bite,  Mat. 
MAT. 

You  will  bite  too  much,  Nat. 

NAT/ 

I  \vill  take  but  half. 
MAT. 

Bite   then— but— hold,    hold,    hold, 
bite  fair,  Nat — bite  fair. 


FINIS. 


Marsden,  Printer,  Chelmsford. 


